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Socio-economic Background

- Water is essential for life.

- Lack of access to safe water has severe consequences for people’s
health and livelihood.

- The economy of An Giang Province is agro-based, with rice
production.
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Socio-economic Background

Age structure of the population in study areas
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Socio-economic Background

Education of the selected respondents
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Research questions

How the gendered roles and relationships between women and men influence access, allocation and
use of water resources in O Lam commune?

Specific research questions

1) How do men and women divide their tasks related to accessing and managing water for household
and livelihood activities (drinking, bathing, sanitation, household use, agriculture and others)?

2) How is water used and managed by men and women in their daily life and livelihood activities?

3) How do the water problems affect the members of local communities? Do the impacts vary by
gender?

4) How are various community members adapting to or engaging with water problems? Do the ways
community members are adapting to or engaging with water problems vary by gender? If so,
how?



Definition of gender related

- Gender: reflects a set of behavioral norms ascribed to men and women in a given
social group or system.

- Gender roles: are designated as males or females by societies and communities,
which accept and perpetuate the socially constructed behaviours, norms and roles.

- Gender relations: are the social and economic relationships, which exist in families,
communities and societies between males and females, and are established in legal
and institutional systems.



Research Methodology

{ Secondary data (reports, journals published) }

[Prima ry data (In-depth interviews, FGDs and household survey)}




RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

» Commune level: O Lam Commune People’s Committee
» District level: Tri Ton District People’s Committee
In-depth Interviews » Provincial level: Center for Clean Water and Sanitation in An Giang; Department
of Agriculture and Rural Development; Department of Environment and Resources
» Relevant stakeholders: Can Tho University; NGOs working on water or
environment issues in the Mekong Delta

» Local people: women and men are in the study area

Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA)
» Mapping/transect

» Timeline

» Gender Analysis

» Seasonal Calendar

» Ranking

Group Discussion

Household Survey 131 females and males were selected in the survey
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Geographical characteristics
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Results and Discussion

1. Gender roles at household level

2. Gender relationships at household level




Roles of men and women in general

Household and farm tasks performed by women (% of respondents)

Type of work PhuocLoc Phuocloi Phuoclong PhuocTho
Cooking 86.2 80.0 88.6 81.3
Washing 88.5 80.0 85.3 82.8
Cleaning the house 81.5 81.0 85.3 80.6
Taking care of children 95.2 71.4 92.3 85.2
Wood collection for domestic use 83.3 70.0 83.3 91.7
Soil preparation 100 50 33.3 75.0
Weeding 73.3 78.6 75.0 82.6
Rice seedling 66.7 60.0 66.7 69.2
Weeding 81.8 81.8 76.2 93.8
Transplanting rice 87.5 83.3 82.4 84.6
Wood collection for selling 100.0 100.0 333 0.0
Rice seedling 33.3 75.0 70.0 66.7






Information Box (qualitative data)

- One KIP person (environmentalist staff) in People’s Committee of Tri Ton district said:

“Rural women mainly undertake domestic tasks, such as cooking, washing and food processing; while
men are appropriate for fixing water-related problems”.

(In-depth interview, 2016)
- One KIP person (staff from Environment and Natural Resources) in An Giang Province said:

“Regarding water use, water fetching is physical tasks. Men will often hold this responsibility, and
women will manage water and inform their husband about the water quantity in the household”.

(In-depth interview, 2016)
- Participants in the FGDs said:

“Women hold the responsibility of water collection, use and management, such as washing clothes,
dishes, cleaning toilets and houses, collecting rainwater; while men places a key role in fixing water-related
breakdown and working at the farm”.

(Gender Analysis - FGDs results, 2016)



Household water use and management

Household water use and source (%)

93.10% 93.90%

100.00% 87%
(o)
80.00% 64.90% 68.70% Y-
60.00% i< 10
40.00% : S830% %
(o)
20.00% £ 6.90 6.10

0.00%

Tap water Rain water Boreholes Public well Canal/lakes Bottled
(open) water

Yes H No



Household water use and management

Main source of water
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Collection of water

Water fetching far away from houses ]
Family's member who fetch water

Daughter [N
M Yes Son N
No
Both husband and wife I
Wife I
Husband I
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Why collect water?

THE REASON WHY THE ONE WHO FETCHES WATER

The one who has free time to fetch water [T 11%

| Young and good health in the household [ e rF 437 I

Making decisions for anything in the household [N 7%
Due to the role of housewife  [[[[[[[MIIIMIIIITIITITITTITT 20%

Directly use, allocation and management of water I[N 19%



Frequency of water fetching by study area

Number of trips per week

Geographical features 1-2 trips  3-5trips 6-8trips 9-14 trips > 14 trips
Nearby mountainous areas 3 2 0 0 3
Rainfed upland 32 20 8 5

Irrigated lowland 10 3 2 1 0
Close proximity to markets 1 3 0 0 0



Distance traveled to water sources

Distance to water sources
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Time spent on water collection by study area

TIME SPENT AT WATER POINTS
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How to fetch water?

Methods of water collection

By bicycle
By motorbike
By hand

By hand cart

Information (missing)

Total

Frequency
29

36
30
2
34
131

Percent
22

27
23
2
26
100



In case of water shortage?

Who primarily fetch water in case of water Who unplesantly experience the lack of water
shortage

® Husband Wife
m Both m All family members
Husband = Wife mBoth m Son/daughter No one in the family



FGDs findings

From 1995 to 2000, local people
suffered droughts, especially in water
shortage in domestic uses. Conflicts
between men and women in the
family usually appeared; particularly
wives were often blamed when the
water was not available at home.

(PRA’s Timeline, 2016)




Solutions of water needs of household

Priopritized solutions for the lack of water
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Who find and who solve water-related problems?

Who give solutions for water-related
Who primarily identify water pollution? problems?
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Conclusion

»> 80% women undertake household and farm tasks

» Clear gender division in water collection, use and management.
+ Who collect water?
+ Time spent on water fetching

»Water-related problems and solutions (females are more sensitive
than males)
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