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HistoryHistory
 Started in 2008 by Green Net with Started in 2008 by Green Net with 

“Sawangboran group” organic & fair trade “Sawangboran group” organic & fair trade 
silk textile producer in Khon Kaensilk textile producer in Khon Kaen

 Expanding to other groups, e.g. Expanding to other groups, e.g. 
 Pangan Organic Island Project (2011), Pangan Organic Island Project (2011), 

 Organic Vegetable Seed (2011), Organic Vegetable Seed (2011), 

 organic cofee group (2012), organic cofee group (2012), 

 agroforestry network (2013), agroforestry network (2013), 

 ......





  

Thai PGS Organic+ (network)Thai PGS Organic+ (network)

 Set up Thai PGS Organic+ Network (late Set up Thai PGS Organic+ Network (late 
July 2013) with 7 memberships, including July 2013) with 7 memberships, including 
4 groups already implementing PGS, plus 4 groups already implementing PGS, plus 
Lemon Farm supermarket, Green Net Lemon Farm supermarket, Green Net 
Coop, Earth Net FoundationCoop, Earth Net Foundation

 New members joined, e.g. Organic New members joined, e.g. Organic 
Agriculture Innovation NetworkAgriculture Innovation Network

 800+ farming families in North, Central, 800+ farming families in North, Central, 
and Southern Thailandand Southern Thailand

 Fruits & vegetables, medicinal herbs, Fruits & vegetables, medicinal herbs, 
cofee, seeds, agroforestry, local ricecofee, seeds, agroforestry, local rice
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Thai PGS Organic+ (network)Thai PGS Organic+ (network)

 Aug - Sep 2013, developed “national Aug - Sep 2013, developed “national 
evaluation scheme” where PGS groups evaluation scheme” where PGS groups 
are assessed to gain recognition by the are assessed to gain recognition by the 
network network 

 2 assessments (start with Green Net 2 assessments (start with Green Net 
doing the work and later to move to peer doing the work and later to move to peer 
review system):review system):
– Standards based on the IFOAM OA principles, Standards based on the IFOAM OA principles, 

i.e. ecology, health, care and fairi.e. ecology, health, care and fair
– PGS implementation criteria based on the PGS implementation criteria based on the 

IFOAM's PGS basic elements, i.e. participation, IFOAM's PGS basic elements, i.e. participation, 
a share vision, transparency, trust and a share vision, transparency, trust and 
horizontalityhorizontality



  

Thai PGS Organic+ (network)Thai PGS Organic+ (network)

 Training to be organized for local groups, Training to be organized for local groups, 
e.g. Lemon Farme.g. Lemon Farm

 Common (national) seal for productsCommon (national) seal for products

 IFOAM registration (plan)IFOAM registration (plan)



  

Other PGS Initiatives in Thailand:Other PGS Initiatives in Thailand:
Thai Organic Agriculture FoundationThai Organic Agriculture Foundation

 Collaborating with Rice Collaborating with Rice 
Department, Land Department, Land 
Development Department, Development Department, 
Agricultural Extension Agricultural Extension 
Department, ACFS, MoAC...Department, ACFS, MoAC...

 Funded by ADB, in ,  supports farmers in 5 Funded by ADB, in ,  supports farmers in 5 
provinces provinces (Nakorn Prathom, Petchaboun, Surin, Chaing (Nakorn Prathom, Petchaboun, Surin, Chaing 
Mai, Lampang)Mai, Lampang)

 Complied with Thai government standardsComplied with Thai government standards
 Group must register with the TOAF, and Group must register with the TOAF, and 

TOAF will issue certifcate for each farmerTOAF will issue certifcate for each farmer



  

Other PGS Initiatives in Thailand:Other PGS Initiatives in Thailand:
Food for Friend NetworkFood for Friend Network

 Working in several provinces with multi-Working in several provinces with multi-
stakeholders, e.g. local government, stakeholders, e.g. local government, 
researchers, farmers,researchers, farmers,

 Support provincial PGSSupport provincial PGS



  

 Established on 4 Dec 2017, by 13 Established on 4 Dec 2017, by 13 
organizations: PGS network, NGO organizations: PGS network, NGO 
facilitators, farmer groups facilitators, farmer groups 

 5 government agencies are appointed as 5 government agencies are appointed as 
“permanent advisory committee member”“permanent advisory committee member”

 2017: 3019 farmers, 4681.42 ha in 2017: 3019 farmers, 4681.42 ha in 21 21 
provinces (out of 76). Around 40% have provinces (out of 76). Around 40% have 
completed the processcompleted the process

 As small as 2 producers, as big as 500As small as 2 producers, as big as 500



  

Thai Organic PGS FederationThai Organic PGS Federation

 Rice, vegetables, fruits, cofeeRice, vegetables, fruits, cofee

 Many form of and level of “stakeholder” Many form of and level of “stakeholder” 
participationparticipation

 Mainly focus on farmer themselves, e.g. Mainly focus on farmer themselves, e.g. 
standard setting to peer visit by farmersstandard setting to peer visit by farmers

 A few have local authorities involved, but A few have local authorities involved, but 
majority are completely privatemajority are completely private

 Almost all group/network have “facilitators” Almost all group/network have “facilitators” 
who are not farmerswho are not farmers

 None really have active consumer None really have active consumer 
participationparticipation



  

Key ChallengesKey Challenges

 Competent and efective farmer Competent and efective farmer 
conversion programme (prerequisite, conversion programme (prerequisite, 
also common to 3rd party organic)also common to 3rd party organic)
–   How to train/work with farmersHow to train/work with farmers
–   Technical knowledge on organic Technical knowledge on organic 

farming, e.g. soil-nutrients, pest farming, e.g. soil-nutrients, pest 
control, bufer managementcontrol, bufer management

–   How to organize supply chain, e.g. How to organize supply chain, e.g. 
production planning, post-harvest, production planning, post-harvest, 
packing, transport to marketpacking, transport to market



  

Key ChallengesKey Challenges

 Integrity of monitoring mechanism Integrity of monitoring mechanism 
–   DocumentationsDocumentations
–   Field inspectionField inspection
–   Approval (certifcation)Approval (certifcation)

 Diferent level of integrityDiferent level of integrity

 Handling/packing/processing is not Handling/packing/processing is not 
covered by most PGS (more difcult to covered by most PGS (more difcult to 
monitor)monitor)

 Threat by government agencies to Threat by government agencies to 
“control” or “out law” PGS“control” or “out law” PGS



  

Future Plan / Scaling UpFuture Plan / Scaling Up

 Continue to train “farmer extension” Continue to train “farmer extension” 
activists activists 

 Hormonizing various PGS standards Hormonizing various PGS standards 
through common “reference” standardsthrough common “reference” standards

 Set up PGS network “peer review” Set up PGS network “peer review” 
mechanismmechanism



  

Future Plan / Scaling UpFuture Plan / Scaling Up

 Information for allInformation for all



  

Website: Inputs for Organic PGS



  

Future Plan / Scaling UpFuture Plan / Scaling Up

 Information for allInformation for all
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